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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT Tourism Thunder Bay

The Thunder Bay Art Gallery acknowledges
that both our current and future facilities are
located on the territory of the Anishinaabe
peoples of Northwestern Ontario. We

work and live on the lands of the Fort
William First Nation who are signatory to
the Robinson-Superior Treaty of 1850.

The Gallery also recognizes the presence
of the Métis and Inuit peoples in the area,
and pays respect to Elders — past, present
and future — for they hold the memories,
culture, and traditions of their people.

The Gallery recognizes the many contributions
Indigenous peoples have made, both in
shaping and strengthening this community,
our province, and country as a whole.

We at the Thunder Bay Art Gallery pledge
to continue to build, strengthen, and honour
our relationships with Indigenous peoples

in our community. We embrace our role and
responsibilities in a national reconciliation
process and are committed to making the
promise and the challenge of Truth and
Reconciliation real in our community.



A WORLD-CLASS
GALLERY

A Historic Investment in Art and Community

Celebrated for showcasing contemporary After successfully raising nearly $50M

Indigenous and regional artists for in capital support, construction began
nearly five decades, the Thunder in the summer of 2023. As the largest
Bay Art Gallery has been a vital public art gallery between Toronto and
space for connecting people with art Winnipeg, the new facility stands as
and fostering cultural dialogue. the most significant arts and culture

initiatives ever undertaken in our region.

Now, to protect and grow our permanent
collection and expand our community
programming, the Gallery is building a
purpose-designed, world-class facility

in the historic waterfront district.

Entrance to waterfront Gallery (architectural rendering)



Perched on the majestic shores of Lake Superior,
the Thunder Bay Art Gallery’s new waterfront
home is more than just a building — it is a living
expression of who we are and what we value.
From the moment you step through the front
doors, you are greeted by a breathtaking view of
Nanabijou, the Sleeping Giant, perfectly framed —
a living work of art. This powerful, awe-inspiring
presence sets the tone for every visit, inviting you
to marvel at the natural beauty that surrounds us.

Even the architectural form engages in dialogue
with the Giant — not imitating, but echoing its
silhouette to honour the land’s enduring presence.

Being the first to develop this once-overlooked
stretch of waterfront, we embraced the responsibility
to transform the space with care and intention.
Where there was once an industrial brownfield, we
have created a green, safe environment — designing
a carbon-neutral facility that honours the land.

Its quiet sophistication sets a tone for what’s to
come, raising the bar for future development.

Our commitment is clear: to leave no trace, to belong
to this place rather than to overtake it, and to nurture
a connection that grows and adapts, grounded in
our shared relationship with place and creativity.

This vision aligns with broader plans for Thunder
Bay’s waterfront, recently featured in The Globe
and Mail* as a bold effort to transform underused
spaces into a vibrant destination through
developments including hotels, housing, cultural
venues, conference spaces, restaurants, retail, and
even a Nordic spa. Each element in this thriving
ecosystem will strengthen and support the others.

At the heart of this dynamic landscape, the Gallery
will stand as a beacon — inviting anyone to join in
a collective journey of creativity and belonging.

*Jared Lindzon, “Inside Thunder Bay’s bold plan to restore its waterfront,” The Globe and Mail, March 31, 2025
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THE NEED

GROWING TO SERVE MORE

The Thunder Bay Art Gallery has long been

a beacon for the arts in Northern Ontario.
However, our facility on the Confederation
College campus is now inadequate

to fully serve our community. Limited
exhibition space means that works from
the Gallery’s own permanent collection —
often loaned to national and international
institutions — cannot be shown locally

as desired. Meanwhile, demand for
programs continues to grow, outpacing
what the current building can support.

A new facility is essential to remove these
constraints and to ensure the Gallery can
thrive as a vibrant, accessible hub for
creative life in the region. With cultural
tourism on the rise, there is a timely
opportunity to establish the Waterfront
Gallery as a central landmark in Northern
Ontario’s rich artistic landscape.

THUNDER Bay
ART GALLERY

The Gallery’s current facility at 1080 Keewatin Street is 5.5km southwest of the new location.



OUR MANDATE

As Northern Ontario’s leading non-profit, public art
gallery, we exhibit, collect, and interpret art with

a particular focus on the contemporary artwork

of Indigenous and Northern Ontario artists.

Our collection and exhibitions celebrate the full
spectrum of artistic voices: Northern, Indigenous,
contemporary, young and emerging, mid-career, and
established artists, including nationally recognized
artists — all with ties to our city and region.

The Gallery advances the relationship between
artists, their art and the public, nurturing

a life-long appreciation of contemporary
visual arts among visitors to Thunder Bay

and community members of all ages.

© Thunder Bay Art Gallery
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ACCESS

Visibility is accessibility. Our
current location can be difficult
to find, especially for out-of-
town visitors. The new, highly
visible waterfront location will
attract essential foot traffic
and destination visitors.

GROWTH

The new facility will
accommodate multiple
concurrent exhibitions, expand
climate-controlled storage

for the Permanent Collection,
and increase capacity for
nationally touring shows.

IMPACT

Our new, purpose-built
classroom and studio will triple
the space available for creative
learning — bringing more
people into direct, meaningful
contact with art. It will also
create the foundation for future
artist-in-residence programs
that connect practicing

artists with our community.
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EDUCATIO

We exhibit and collect contemp
art with a special focus on Indi
artforms and hold it in trust for o
community, region, and the natior
collection is for education and sharing

© Thunder Bay Art Gallery



INCLUSION

The new gallery will incorporate comprehensive
accessibility features throughout — including
entrances, galleries, washrooms, and outdoor
spaces — designed to fully comply with the
standards of the Rick Hansen Foundation
Accessibility Certification (RHFAC) program.

The new space will allow for enhanced programming
for all ages — from Family Art Days to senior-
focused tours and youth workshops — and new
opportunities for artists and audiences to connect.

TAGALLERY
FOR ALL

¥

Programming outreach to remote and rural areas,
which currently reaches 2500 children annually, will
be boosted through new resources and facility.

Outdoor public gathering areas and direct
lakefront access will foster connection beyond
the gallery walls, and waterfront amenities such
as the café and shop will be open to passersby.

© Thunder Bay Aft Gallery




RESPECT

The new Waterfront Gallery will significantly
enhance our ability to showcase a diverse range
of exceptional, award-winning programming
and exhibitions that celebrate the rich material
and cultural heritage of Northern Ontario.

Advancing Reconcilliation

Rooted near Anemki Wajiw and Fort William First
Nation, the Thunder Bay Art Gallery is committed
to reconciliation and decolonization. Guided by the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) and
the UN Declaration on Indigenous Rights, the new
building is designed to answer three TRC Calls to
Action (67, 69, 83) by fostering inclusive practices,
educating about residential schools and supporting
Indigenous and non-Indigenous artist collaboration.

Woodland and Indigenous art are key to Thunder
Bay’s identity, with the Gallery platforming
Indigenous artists, largely from Northern Ontario.
The new facility will expand this work, growing
support for Indigenous heritage and welcoming
more visitors to engage with Indigenous culture.

Diverse Heritage

While deeply committed to uplifting Indigenous
voices and art, the Gallery champions the creativity
and stories of artists from all backgrounds, reflecting
the vitality and multifaceted nature of our region
and nation. This expanded space will help us

amplify the cross-cultural dialogue fostered by the
Gallery and highlight the dynamic artistic landscape
that makes Northern Ontario truly unique.

Roy Morris, Together We Are Strong, 2007, acrylic on masonite

“In the age of reconciliation with Indigenous people, the Thunder Bay Art
Gallery has always taken great care in creating meaningful relationships with
Indigenous artists and community members. They are thoughtful in how the
gallery space can be more inviting, specifically for Indigenous people. The
Gallery has the ability to see the possibility of emerging artists and provides
space and connections for the artists to gain confidence in their practice.”

- JEAN AND LEANNA MARSHALL, ARTISTS & CURATORS,
KITCHENUHMAYKOOSIB INNINUWUG FIRST NATION



EDUCATION

The Thunder Bay Art Gallery is a hub for Women and Girls that has been touring nationally
arts education and community connection. and internationally since 2012 — demonstrate
Through school tours, student exhibitions, and the Gallery’s role as a space for cultural dialogue
outreach programs, the Gallery introduces and community healing for the entire region.

young people to art, creativity, and curation.
The new waterfront facility will dramatically

Classes, workshops and professional opportunities expand these programs, offering vibrant
support artists and educators at every stage new spaces, enhanced resources and greater
of their careers. Landmark exhibitions, such as accessibility — engaging larger, more diverse
Walking with Our Sisters — a commemorative audiences and amplifying the Gallery’s
project honouring Missing and Murdered Indigenous impact far beyond the community.

“] applaud the vision and leadership of the Thunder Bay Art Gallery to create a beautiful
new community facility to showcase contemporary Indigenous art and provide inclusive
programming for people of all ages and from all walks of life in Thunder Bay.”

- HONOURABLE PATTY HAJDU, MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT,
THUNDER BAY-SUPERIOR NORTH

© Thunder Bay Art Gallery




The new Thunder Bay Art Gallery will be a state-of-the-art
cultural destination (architectural rendering)

THE SPACE

A space for today — and tomorrow.

The new facility will be a dynamic cultural
hub, featuring spacious exhibition galleries,
flexible event areas and dedicated classrooms
designed to inspire creative learning.

It will include a gift shop and café that invite

visitors to linger, connect and support local artists
and makers. Purpose-built spaces will offer the
community diverse opportunities for events and
programs, including a dedicated studio for children’s
art education. The building’s design thoughtfully
complements existing waterfront developments,
creating a cohesive and vibrant visitor experience.

BEAUTIFULLY
FUNCTIONAL
DESIGN

We steward a world-renowned collection of
over 1,800 works that we hold in trust for our
country as a treasured cultural asset — one that
safeguards regional heritage while extending
its influence provincially and nationally.

With expanded climate-controlled storage, the
facility will safeguard the Gallery’s permanent
collection, ensuring this treasured cultural asset is
preserved and accessible for generations to come.

n
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Paterson Gallery
(architectural rend

In July 2022, Infrastructure Canada’s Green Inclusive Designed with full accessibility in mind, the
Community Fund committed $19.6 million to build facility meets the rigorous standards of the Rick
the new Thunder Bay Art Gallery as a carbon- Hansen Foundation Accessibility Certification
neutral facility, featuring energy-efficient lighting, (RHFAC), ensuring an inclusive environment
ventilation, insulation, windows, and doors. where anyone can experience art.

“With Thunder Bay and Northwest Ontario’s visitor experiences attracting more domestic, U.S.,
and international travellers — an expanded interactive attraction and one that helps interpret
the region’s indigenous influences and offer the opportunity to showcase a wider range of
regional and international exhibits will enrich the cultural economy of the city and region.”

- PAUL ANTHONY PEPE, MANAGER, TOURISM THUNDER BAY
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TRANSFORMATION

With increased space and enhanced facilities, we
will have significantly higher attendance and a
richer visitor experience — one that highlights the
work of artists whose iconic creations are held

in national and international collections. Their art
plays a vital role in examining our national history,
understanding our current moment, and shaping
possible futures. Expanded programming will
foster deeper community engagement, while

ANTICIPATED ANNUAL GROWTH

CHILDREN

ONSITE

ENGAGED WITH

new resources will strengthen our commitment to
decolonization and amplifying Indigenous voices.

This development also positions the Art Gallery for
expanded partnerships with other local arts and
culture organizations, such as during Live on the
Waterfront, Festival of India, Wake the Giant, and
Winter Fun Days. More than a building, it will be a
foundation for lasting creative growth and connection.

ANNUAL GALLERY
VISITORS

INDIGENOUS ARTIST IMPACT MAP: THUNDER BAY ART GALLERY COLLECTIONS

O Unidentified Home Communities

Note: Treaty boundary lines are approximate.
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PROJECTED TO
CONTRIBUTE

ECONOMIC *52
IMPACT MILLION

REGIONAL ECONOMY
EVERY YEAR

ART FUELS ECONOMIC GROWTH

The new Waterfront Gallery will do more than » Tourism: More than 35,000 visitors annually —
showcase art — it will reshape how people see including 7,600 from out of town — are expected
Thunder Bay. Welcoming to everyone in the to generate $4 million in local tourism spending.
region and attracting visitors from beyond, it
will deliver measurable economic impact. * Job Creation: 42 part-time and permanent

jobs will be created or sustained, generating
A recent feasibility study* on the Waterfront Gallery approximately $4 million in labour income.
projects millions in tourism and local economic
activity through expanded events, programs, and » Tax Revenue: New operations will
spending with local vendors and suppliers. generate $2.1 million in tax revenue,

benefiting all levels of government.

*A full economic analysis was prepared in 2023 using the
Government of Ontario’s Tourism Regional Economic Impact Model P
(TREIM) by Thunder Bay’s Bain Smith Consulting.

REGIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

In total, the Gallery’s operations are projected
to contribute $5.2 million in direct and
indirect economic benefit to our community
and region every year — making it not just a
cultural landmark, but an engine for growth.

Within the Pool 6 development, cultural
attractions alone are projected to draw
30,000 to 60,000 visitors annually, while
overall development could generate between
$4.2 million and $15.4 million in property
tax revenue each year, creating long-

term economic benefit for the region.

Mary Longman, Elkman Waiting for Love,
1996, Matrix G, elk antlers



SELF-SUSTAINING BUSINESS MODEL

The new facility has been designed to generate
sustainable revenue through multiple streams.
Modular and adaptable, the upper event hall,
lobby, and café can be configured to meet a wide
range of event needs, each offering panoramic
views of Lake Superior and Nanabijou. A café
with outdoor seating along the shoreline will serve
both visitors and the broader community while

Interior view (architectural rendering)

Café (architectural rendering)

contributing to operational revenue. The Gallery’s
gift shop will offer high-quality, locally made goods,
supporting regional artisans and small businesses.

Together, these offerings form a self-sustaining
ecosystem — each element enhancing the others
to support the Gallery’s long-term vitality.
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THE $75M
CAMPAIGN

Help bring this landmark
project to life.

Having already made
substantial progress toward this
ambitious vision, momentum
continues to grow. We invite
anyone who believes in this
transformative journey to

join us — whether in Thunder
Bay or across the country.

Visible leadership from
philanthropic, corporate, and
cultural leaders is essential

to demonstrate that this
investment matters, that it is
worth believing in, and that now
is the time to act. Your gift will
build world-class infrastructure
and inspire others to join.

Strong local and national
support will show Thunder Bay
is ready to lead a vibrant cultural
and economic renaissance

in Northern Ontario.

Daphne Odjig,
Cradled in Repose,
1985, acrylic, canvas



BE A PART |
OF THE

A $75 million campaign is bold —
and possible, with your help.

Every contribution to this campaign is meaningful.

As we come together from community to
country, and gift by gift, we are building more
than a space — we are investing in a vision that
honours who we are and all we can become.

Together, we will ensure that this landmark
project and all it represents are not

lost to future generations, but carried
forward with pride and purpose.

We invite you to join us and to consider giving at a Justine Gustafson, Agawaatebiigisin / Reflections (it is reflected
level that reflects your capacity and commitment. in the water), 2025. Collection of the Thunder Bay Art Gallery

The chart below* provides examples, based on current Ontario and federal tax credits for individuals, of how
charitable tax credits can help reduce the net cost of your donation while amplifying the impact of your gift.

Flexible giving vehicles, such as multi-year pledges and corporate partnerships, alongside recognition
opportunities can be structured to align with your philanthropic objectives. Additional giving options,
such as gifts of stocks or securities, may offer further tax advantages. We encourage you to speak
with your financial advisor to understand how your gift can align with your personal goals.

Your Gift Tax Credit Your Net Cost Total Impact

$100,000 $41,000 $59,000 $100,000

$250,000 $102,500 $147,500 $250,000

$500,000 $205,000 $295,000 $500,000
$1,000,000 $410,000 $590,000 $1,000,000

*These figures are estimates based on current federal and Ontario tax credit rates for individuals and are
provided for illustrative purposes only. Actual tax savings may vary.



YOUR IMPACT

Your support is essential to completing this By investing in the Thunder Bay Art Gallery,
transformative project — one that will provide you’re not only supporting the economic vitality
the Gallery with the space and resources of our city and region — you’re contributing to a

it needs to care for its collection, expand creative movement with national and international
innovative programming and welcome reach. This new facility will serve as a beacon for
more visitors. Together, we can advance the artistic excellence and cultural exchange, rooted
Gallery’s commitment to cultural restoration in Northern Ontario and resonating far beyond.

and highlight the dynamic artistic landscape
that makes Northern Ontario truly unigue.

MATTHEW R. HILLS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

P: (807) 577-6427

C: (807) 633-2375

E: EXECUTIVEDIRECTOR@THEAG.CA THUNDER BAY

ART GALLERY

JENNIFER MCKEOWN 1080 KEEWATIN ST
PHILANTHROPY DIRECTOR THUNDER BAY, ON
P: (807) 708-9853 P7B 6T7

E: PHILANTHROPYDIRECTOR@THEAG.CA THEAG.CA




