
Educa�on & Community Engagement Internship 

Status: Full �me Contract (35 hours per week) 

Supervisor: Assistant Director 

Pay: $19/hr 

Start Date: March 2024 

End Date: 12-month from start date (contract posi�on with possibility of extension/permanent) 

Applica�on Deadline: February 23, 2024 

  

The Opportunity 

The Thunder Bay Art Gallery offers specialized arts educa�on and engagement programming for all ages 
and abili�es both on and offsite, curriculum linked programming for local schoolboards, and virtual tours 
that are accessed regionally and beyond. To support the growth of these popular programs the Gallery is 
seeking a candidate with teaching experience who is enthusias�c and interested in building the skills 
necessary to design meaningful and engaging arts educa�on programming to meet the needs of diverse 
communi�es.  

 
The Thunder Bay Art Gallery is uniquely posi�oned in Northern Ontario as a cultural ins�tu�on with 
significant regional, provincial, and na�onal profile. The Gallery has grown steadily over the last 45 years 
and is at a crucial stage of growth and advancement as we prepare to move into a purpose designed 
facility on Thunder Bay’s beau�ful waterfront that will more than triple our opera�ng and programming 
space. 

  

Primary Areas of Responsibility 

1. Design & deliver tours and public outreach that allow meaningful interac�ons with art, including 
the planning of art making workshops related to exhibi�ons through researching ar�sts, 
mediums, and inten�ons of exhibi�ons. 

2. Ac�vely communicate with organiza�ons throughout the region to iden�fy trends, issues, needs 
and poten�al collabora�ons, building audience and cul�va�ng new public engagement for the 
Gallery. 

3. Liaise with the curator and programming staff to gather informa�on on exhibi�ons and speak 
with guest curators, makers, and ar�sts. 

4. Collaborate on planning and facilita�on of community-based ac�vi�es and projects related to 
exhibi�ons and programming while connec�ng with people of all ages and cultural backgrounds 
with emo�onal intelligence, understanding, and sensi�vity. 

5. Support the research, planning, and execu�on of curriculum-based tour ac�vi�es and art 
workshops for students Grades 1-12 and provide opportuni�es to respond to artwork directly 
through observa�on and experien�al ac�vi�es. 



6. Assist in developing an annual program of art educa�on, implemented in response to the 
seasonal interests/needs of the community. 

7. Coordinate and organize community art and related public events including the Annual 
Secondary School Art and other local interest shows in the community gallery space. 

8. Contribute to the marke�ng and registra�on process to promote programs and ensure 
successful registra�on. 

9. Assist in planning a program of adult art workshops & support the educa�on coordinator in 
recruitment of ar�sts to lead classes and workshops. 

 

Essen�al Skills 

Some technical knowledge of visual arts mediums and prac�ces. 

Experience in planning and delivering engaging educa�onal programs.   

Comfortable with the public and able to lead large tours and art making workshops for groups of 
different ages and abili�es, adap�ng the approach to the art experience as required.  

Strong oral and writen communica�on skills for engaging with program par�cipants, educators, and 
others in a clear and appropriate manner.   

Ability to collaborate and develop rela�onships with other organiza�ons and community partners. 

Excellent organiza�onal skills. 

Knowledge of digital pla�orms used to connect with audiences and deliver programming. 

Flexibility, work on evening and weekends, may be required. 

 

About Thunder Bay Art Gallery: 

The Thunder Bay Art Gallery gratefully acknowledges that we are located on the territory of the 
Anishinaabe peoples of Northwestern Ontario. We work and live on the lands of the Fort William First 
Na�on who are signatory to the Robinson-Superior Treaty of 1850. 

As the public art gallery for Thunder Bay and Northern Ontario, the Thunder Bay Art Gallery exhibits, 
collects, and interprets art with a focus on the work of contemporary Indigenous and Northern Ontario 
ar�sts. The Gallery nurtures a life-long apprecia�on of the visual arts by: 

• presen�ng exhibi�ons of ar�s�c and educa�onal value to cul�vate a depth of visual arts 
experience for the public in Thunder Bay and the broader region of Northern Ontario; 

• suppor�ng and enhancing the development of contemporary Canadian ar�sts with an emphasis 
on (but not limited to) contemporary Indigenous ar�sts and ar�sts from Northwestern Ontario; 

• stewarding, conserving, and anima�ng a permanent collec�on of art focused on the work of 
contemporary Indigenous ar�sts and innova�ve cultural and ar�s�c prac�ce of Northwestern 
Ontario ar�sts; 



• and, presen�ng public programming and outreach ac�vi�es in order to build audience, increase 
recep�on, and expand understanding of the visual arts. 

For over 45 years the Thunder Bay Art Gallery has steadily grown and is now the largest art museum in 
Northern Ontario. Today, we have more than 1600 works of art in our world renowned permanent 
collec�on and welcome more than 30,000 people through our doors each year. Every day, the Gallery 
provides school tours, hosts free public programs, and shares our space with community groups. We are 
a bustling cultural hub commited to contemporary Indigenous, local, and regional art. 

Finally, we are in the process of preparing for the transi�on to a new purposed designed facility on 
Thunder Bay’s waterfront in late 2025. This new gallery will more than triple our exhibi�on and 
opera�ng spaces. This significant addi�on to Ontario’s cultural infrastructure will provide $33 million in 
direct economic impact during construc�on. Once open, the Gallery’s opera�ons will generate $2.2 
million annually in direct and indirect impacts to the local and regional economy, as well as an es�mated 
$7 million in annual visitor spending. 

 

How to Apply 

Applicants who are Deaf, have an excep�onality or disability, or who need support expressing interest or 
applying for this opportunity are encouraged to contact Valin Sacchetti, Administrative 
Coordinator at administration@theag.ca or call 807.577.6427 by Feb 12 to allow for appropriate 
accommoda�on of your needs and to discuss alternate formats for submi�ng your applica�on. 

To apply for this posi�on, please send via email to administra�on@theag.ca, a leter of intent, a current 
resume and the names of two references, under the subject line “Educa�on & Community Engagement 
Internship” addressed to: 

Kamila Westerback, Assistant Director 
 
Thunder Bay Art Gallery 
PO Box 10193 
Thunder Bay, ON, P7B 6T7 
The Thunder Bay Art Gallery is commited to employment equity and diversity and encourage 
applica�ons from all qualified candidates, including women, people of any sexual orienta�on, gender 
iden�ty, or gender expression; Indigenous peoples; visible minori�es and racialized people; and people 
with disabili�es. We thank all applicants for their interest; however, only those selected for an interview 
will be contacted. 

 


